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by Ken Penrod

To Brunswick

Mark Kovach is one of the few profes-
sional guides in our region that I can ab-
solutely recommend. It secems that today
virtually everyone is a guide. When the
dust settles though, only a few are sin-
cerely “in the business.” Mark Kovach
lives in Silver Spring, Md. and runs a
company called "Mark Kovach Fishing
Services” He may bereached at (301) 5886-
8742. He is an articulate angler, special-
izing in smallmouth bass. An artist with
a fly rod, he also conducts fQy fishing
schoals.

Mark is unique in style and physical
appearance. His handle bar mustache,
outrageous straw hat, and ever-present
pipe, befits the man that guides two
anglers from a white water raft — in-
geniously altered to allow very comforta-
ble fishing over a stretch of Potomac gen-
erally under-used because of the shallow,
fast moving water. He starts with a 10-foot
raft, similar to that the “white-water” out-
fitters use. The similarity ends there. A
strong, sturdy aluminum frame is welded
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together and attached to the top of the
raft, complete with “his” rowing seat that
sets in the middle. Swivel seats are pro-
vided for the two anglers, one in front,
and one on back. Extralong oars are used,
and the oar locks are attached to 18X36
inch shelves.

Each fisherman has a smaller shelf to
set lures upon. The raft is equipped with
fore and aft anchors that the guide con-
trols, and for more control, he has a heavy
six foot chain that may be dragged on the
bottom to slow the journey when needed.
You can imagine how “cozy” it must be
with three people sitting on a 10-foot raft,
but we found it to be no problem at all.
Under the seats, Kovach has more tackle
than most stores, as well as three life jack-
ets, coolers full of food and drinks (pro-
vided as part of the outing) tools, dry
boxes for wallets and cameras, and safe
storage for delicate fly rods. He has taken
one inch pve, and cut the top third out.
This is then connected to flexible pipe,
which allows rods to 9 feet.
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Float trip smalimouth are not large, but plentiful. Plastic grubs are ideal. Use

light to medium tackle.

Kovach has two identical rafts. One,
the original, is called “Iron Maiden”, the
other “River Mistress”. He has four reli-
able, experienced guides. His season
starts in April, when and if the river al-
lows, and will end in October. This bus-
iness is completely at the mercy of the
river. High, muddy water demands post-
ponement. The float is a long one —
eight miles as the crow flies, more like
nine or 10 in actuality. This may be too
long tor vou, so it would be wise to discuss
this with your guide. They can cut a
number of hours off the day if it suits your
desires.

His fee is $95 per angler on week days
and $115 on weekends and holidays. If
only one angler goes, he pays for two.
Food and drink is included in the fee,
but you pay for lost or damaged tackle.
Mark will tell you up front that he will
replace anything of yours he breaks —

and expects the same from vou. His bus-
iness policy demands that you sign a full
release, and reinforces the need to wear
a personal flotation vest,

I have fished portions of this sector over
the years, but never all of it. My 16-year-
old son Jason accompunied me this dav.
Mark and 1 have promised for vears to
“swap” a trip with cach other. We met
Mark at 8 a.m. at an outfitters called River
and Trails. From Interstate 270 near Fre-
derick. Md., take route 340 toward Lees-
burg and Charlestown. Watch' your
odometer. In 14 miles you will turn right
on Valley Road. It happens before cross-
ing the river. There is a flashing vellow
traffic light there. Once on Valley Road,
turn left on the first dirt road, and see
the outfitters immediately. Mark will al-
ready have placed the boat in the water,
and take his antique truck to the off-ramp
in Brunswick. Consider that he makes






